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STEPHEN KALESS — SETTLEMENT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house about a settlement 
that the state recently reached with Mr Stephen Kaless, previously the senior media adviser to the former Treasurer. 
It is public knowledge that Mr Kaless was charged with indecently assaulting a female colleague at an office 
Christmas function on 13 December 2019. On 16 December 2019, prior to being charged, Mr Kaless resigned. 
The criminal proceedings against Mr Kaless proceeded to trial on 10 and 11 August 2020, after which Mr Kaless 
was acquitted. 
The settlement achieves a full and final resolution of all current and any future proceedings initiated by Mr Kaless 
and all matters pertaining to the alleged incident and Mr Kaless’s employment. Those proceedings included an 
unfair dismissal claim before the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission, as well as a Supreme Court 
action for defamation and tortious conspiracy. As occurs whenever a legal action is commenced against the state, 
careful consideration was given to the appropriate disposition of both sets of proceedings, and communications took 
place between the state and Mr Kaless’s solicitors, the content of which is subject to without prejudice communication 
privilege and cannot be disclosed. Ultimately, I recommended to the state government that a full and final settlement 
of both proceedings take place. 
The settlement amount of $298 095 included, firstly, an amount to represent the salary and entitlements that 
Mr Kaless claimed that the state would have needed to pay him had his fixed-term contract ended at the last 
parliamentary term. The settlement includes a bar to proceedings to ensure that the legal action arising out of 
these matters is brought to an end. Mr Kaless will be placed in the same position that he claimed that he would 
have been in had his employment been suspended without pay pending the outcome of his criminal proceedings. 
Following Mr Kaless’s acquittal, the state would have been required to back pay him for the duration of his 
suspension. Secondly, it included an amount to reflect the legal costs that Mr Kaless had incurred, together with 
a relatively small commercial amount relative to the amount that would have been needed to be spent to defend 
those proceedings. As part of the settlement, neither the state nor Mr Kaless had admitted any wrongdoing. 
Although the terms of the settlement are confidential, there is an exception to enable me to make this disclosure to 
Parliament. As this settlement resolves a high-profile matter and one that has seen not only criminal proceedings 
that led to the acquittal, but also the expenditure of public funds, it is appropriate that I inform the house of the 
conclusion of this matter. 
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